
considers almost pathognomonic of suprarenal insuf¬
ficiency. Many of the other symptoms, both mental and
physical, corresponded to those which are known to fol¬
low an organic insufficiency of this nature, and both pa¬
tients were much improved under appropriate treatment.
Such a condition might easily be overlooked or misinter¬
preted. It is not unlikely that this organic failure may
be found to explain a certain number of intractable
cases of neurasthenia.

PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT ON THE ARMY MEDICAL
CORPS.

The text of the annual message of President Roosevelt
appears just as we go to press. Several paragraphs of
it will be read with special interest by physicians, par-
ticularly by those interested in public health legisla-
tion. In commenting on the operation and results of
the national Food and Drugs Act, passed at the last
session of Congress, the President states that the law
has been of benefit to both consumers and producers.
His recommendations regarding a national bureau of
public health will be considered later. Regarding the
necessity of an increased army medical corps, President
Roosevelt says:
The medical corps should be much larger than the needs of

our regular Army in war. Yet at present it is smaller than
the needs of the service demand even in peace. The Spanish
War occurred less than ten years ago. The chief loss we suf-
fered in it was by disease among the regiments which never
left the country. At the moment the nation seemed deeplyimpressed by this fact yet seemingly it has already been for¬
gotten, for not the slightest effort has been made to prepare a
medical corps of sufficient size to prevent the repetition of the
same disaster on a much larger scale if we should ever be en¬

gaged in a serious conflict. The trouble in the Spanish War
was not with the then existing officials of the War Depart¬
ment; it was with the representatives of the people as a
whole, who, for the preceding thirty years, had declined to
make the necessary provision for the Army. Unless ample pro¬vision is now made by Congress to put the Medical Corps where
it should be put disaster in the next war is inevitable, and the
responsibility will not lie with those then in charge of the
War Department, but with those who now decline to make the
necessary provision. A well-organized medical corps, thor¬
oughly trained before the advent of war in all the important
administrative duties of a military sanitary corps, is essential
to the efficiency of any large army, and especially of a. largt
Tolunteer army. Such knowledge of medicine and surgery as
is possessed by the medical profession generally will not alone
suffice to make an efficient military surgeon. He must have,
in addition, knowledge of the administration and sanitation of
large field hospitals and camps, in order to safeguard the health
and lives of men entrusted in great numbers to his care. A
bill has long been pending before the Congress for the reorgan¬
ization of the Medical Corps; its passage is urgently needed.

This official statement is of interest as substantiating
the claims made by leading members of the medical pro¬
fession regarding the medical conduct of the Spanish-
American War. President Roosevelt, as a member of the
official family of President McKinley, and as a colonel
of cavalry in the service, certainly was in a position to
know the facts. His positive statements as to the urgent
necessity of an increased medical staff for the army is
entitled to at least as much weight and consideration as
the dogmatic and narrow views of the speaker of the
House, who, during the last session of Congress, arbi¬
trarily prevented legislation on this subject by failing
to call for the report of the committee having the bill
in charge, which committee, as he well knew, had a

favorable report ready for presentation. To Joseph D.
Cannon, Speaker of the House of Bepresentatives, must
the blame attach, and to no one else. It is to be hoped
that the present Congress will insist that some action
be taken on this humane measure. If the speaker of
the House is, as he has claimed to be, really in favor
of the bill, he has an opportunity to redeem himself
by encouraging and not obstructing it. The issue is
again squarely before Congress, which must provide an

improved army medical service, otherwise the legislators
themselves will have to shoulder the responsibility and
answer to the American people for any future loss of
lives which may occur in the army through an under¬
manned and untrained medical staff.

Medical News
GEORGIA.

Management Exonerated.\p=m-\At the November meeting of themedical board of Grady Hospital, Atlanta, the findings of the
special committee, which has had under investigation the
charges of harsh treatment and overwork preferred by Miss
Dantzler were reported, and the management was unanimously
exonerated.
District Society Meetings.\p=m-\At the annual meeting of the

Sixth District Medical Association, held in Macon, November
13, the following officers were elected: Dr. Robert B. Barron,
Macon, president; Dr. George Alexander, Flovilla, vice-presi-
dent; Dr. Eugene B. Elder, Macon, secretary and treasurer (re-
elected). The next meeting of the association is to be held in
Monroe County.\p=m-\The Tenth District Medical Association
met for organization at Augusta, November 5, and adopted a
constitution and by-laws. The meeting was called to order
by Dr. Wyman W. Pilcher, Warrenton, councilor of the district.
The following officers were elected: President, Dr. Thomas D.
Coleman, Augusta; vice-president, Dr. James W. Pilcher, Stella-
ville, and secretary and treasurer, Dr. George A. Traylor,
Augusta. The next meeting is to be held in Augusta.

ILLINOIS.
A Hospital for Springfield.—By the will of the late Col.

Stephen L. Littler, the bulk of his estate is eventually to be
come available for the foundation and maintenance of a new
hospital. The estate is valued at nearly $1,000,000.
Under Care of Healers.—After suffering from diphtheria for

a week, being treated by Eddyists, a woman of La Grange died
November 28. The disease was not recognized as diphtheriauntil a few hours before death, when a physician was called.
Personal.—Dr. August H. Arp, Moline, was thrown from his

buggy November 25, fracturing his right thigh.-Dr. Nelson
K. McCormick, physician at the Soldiers' Orphan Home, Nor¬mal, has resigned.-Dr. Rosalie M. Ladova, Chicago, has
recovered from injuries received at Winona Lake, Ind., in Julylast, and has resumed practice.
Communicable Diseases.—Scarlet fever is reported to be

spreading rapidly in Waukegan.-Chillicothe is reported to
have an epidemic of scarlet fever, from which several deaths
have resulted.-An epidemic of diphtheria has caused the
closure of three country schools northwest of Mattoon.-
Pneumonia is reported to be very prevalent in the region of
Kane.

Chicago.
Hospital Notes.—The Cribside Society will build a hospitalat 481 Orchard Street, to cost $30,000.'-A benefit perform¬

ance for the Chicago Emergency Hospital was given at the
Illinois Theater, December 5.
Internes' Association.—The annual meeting and banquet ofthe Alumni Association of Cook County Hospital Internes,

held November 26, Dr. Samuel C. Plummer was elected presi¬dent, and Dr. Frederick A. Besley, secretary and treasurer.
Midwife Sent to Penitentiary.—Mrs. Lucy Hagenow, nenr'v60 years of age, is said to have been found guilty November 30,of an illegal operation, causing the death of Mrs. Anna Hora-

vitch, and sentenced to imprisonment for 20 years in the state
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penitentiary. Her conviction is due to the activity of the
committee on criminal abortion of the Chicago Medical Society.
Neisser in Chicago.—Prof. Dr. Max Neisser, assistant to Pro¬

fessor Ehrlich, who is making a hurried visit to America, has
been spending a few days in Chicago, studying the methods of
prevention of tuberculosis, milk hygiene and instituting special
immunity research in the interest of the City Hygienic Insti¬
tute of Frankfort-on-the-Main, of which he was recently ap¬
pointed chief.
Communicable Diseases.—During November 562 cases of

diphtheria were reported, or 41 fewer than for the correspond¬
ing month of 1906; 341 cases of scarlet fever, or 178 fewer
than for November of last year; 71 cases of typhoid fever, or
60 more than were reported in November, 1906, and 127 cases
of tuberculosis, or 121 more than were reported in the corre¬

sponding month of last year.
Deaths of the Week.—During the week ended November 30,

602 deaths were reported, 33 fewer than for the preceding
week and 69 fewer than for the corresponding week of 1906,
the annual death rate per 1,000 being 12.42. Of the deaths
reported 78 were from pneumonia; 52 from consumption; 46
from heart diseases; 36 from nephritis; 26 from cancer; 16
from diphtheria; 7 each from scarlet fever and typhoid fever;
3 from influenza, and one from measles.
November Mortality.—During November 2,160 deaths were

reported, 109 fewer than for the preceding month, and 226
fewer than for the corresponding month of 1906, the respective
annual mortalities per 1,000 being 12.47, 12.67 and 14.17.
Pneumonia caused 322 deaths; consumption, 238; heart dis¬
eases, 201; violence (including suicide), 161; nephritis, 155;
acute intestinal diseases, 119; cancer, 102; diphtheria, 47;
scarlet fever, 46; influenza, 10, and measles and whooping
cough, each 6.

INDIANA.
Society Meetings.—At the third annual meeting of the

Fourth Councilor District Medical Association, which was held
at Columbus, October 31, the following officers were elected:
Dr. Edward D. Freeman, Osgood, president; Dr. Scott Culbert-
son, Vevay, vice-president; Dr. George E. Denny, Madison,
secretary, and Dr. James H. Green, North Vernon, treasurer.
The next meeting will be held in November, 1908, at Madison.
-At the annual meeting of the Eighth Councilor District
Medical Society, held in Muncie, October 22, the chief work
was on the mutual relations of the State Board of Medical
Registration and Examination and the county medical socie¬
ties, and the best method of making the work of the county
medical societies interesting and profitable. The society
adopted resolutions endorsing the state registration law, urg¬
ing physicians to make reports to the proper authorities of
deaths, births and communicable diseases.

MARYLAND.
Jewish Home for Consumptives.—Ground was broken for the

Jewish Home for Consumptives, November 27. Mr. Jacob
Epstein gave $35,000 for the erection of the building, and 23
benevolent Hebrews have subscribed $500 each for three years
for its maintenance. The site occupies 32 acres, is 730 feet
above sea level, and the institution will accommodate 50
patients.
Medical Society Meeting.—At the annual meeting of the

Carroll County Medical Society, held in Westminster, Novem¬
ber 25, Dr. George H. Brown, New Windsor, was elected presi¬
dent; Dr. Clotworthy Birnie, Taneytown, vice-president; Dr.
Charles R. Foutz, Westminster, secretary and treasurer; Drs.
Lewis K. Woodward, Westminster, and Edwin D. Cronk, Win-
field, censors, and Dr. Milton D. Norria, Sykesville, delegate to
the Medico-Chirurgical Faculty of Maryland.
McCormack in Baltimore County.—Dr. J. N. McCormack,

Bowling Green, Ky., visited Towson as the guest of the Balti¬
more County Medical Society, November 26, and spoke at the
Guild House in the afternoon on "How to Make County Socie¬
ties Thoroughly Useful in the Everyday Life of Physicians and
People." In tne evening he addressed a public meeting. He
has already addressed the county medical society meetings at
Easton, Elkton, Cambridge, Salisbury, Dentón and West¬
minster.

Baltimore.
Personal.—Drs. K. H. Beali and F. C. Beali, members of the

house staff of Johns Hopkins Hospital, Baltimore, have located
in Fort Worth, Texas.-Dr. R. Tunstall Taylor, Baltimore,
has recovered from his recent operation for appendicitis.
Fined for Violation of Health Laws.—A lawyer of Baltimore

was recently convicted of violating the health laws by renting

a house in which a tuberculosis patient had lived without hav¬
ing it fumigated to the satisfaction of the health department.
The penalty for this offense is a fine of $250.
Classes of Epileptics.—Two classes for epileptic children have

been started in the public schools of Baltimore and to these
classes 64 children have thus far been admitted. As many of
the pupils live far away from the schools where the classes
are held, they are furnished car fare at public expense.
Medical Staff Election.—The Medical Society of the City

Hospital Staff at its initial meeting, held November 19, elected
the following officers: President, Dr. Walter D. Wise; vice-
president, Dr. Joseph W. Walsh; secretary and treasurer, Dr.
Frederick W. Steiner, and executive committee, Drs. Harry W.
Esker, J. K. Pepper and A. Winlette.
Hospital Notes.—Dr. William A. Dabney, superintendent of

the Union Protestant Infirmary, reports that 1,018 patients
were treated during the fiscal year; of this number, 30 per
cent, were medical, 50 per cent, surgical, and 20 per cent.
gynecologic cases.-The plans of the Jewish Hospital for
Consumptives, for which ground was broken November 19,
call for a three-story building 153x57 feet, constructed of stone
and rough stucco. Dr. Louis P. Hamburger is president of the
institution.-A committee consisting of Drs. William F.
Lockwood, William H. Howell, Arthur M. Shipley and W. B. D.
Penniman, representing medical colleges and hospitals, and
Mr. Douglas H. Thomas, Jr., an architect, representing the
State Board of Health, has been appointed to investigate and
make a report on the conditions at Bayview Hospital, which
is also the city almshouse.

MASSACHUSETTS.
Medicine Sample Distributors Arrested.—Four men who have

been distributing samples of cough medicine in East Boston
have been arrested and will be prosecuted. This is the first
arrest under the law passed by the last legislature forbidding
distribution of drugs in this way.
Hospital for Peabody.—Peabody will soon occupy a fine new

hospital, constructed of brick with white trimmings, three
stories in height and costing about $50,000. The administra¬
tion building is separate from the wards, which occupy one

pavilion, and from the operating room, laboratories, etc., which
are contained in another.
Hospital for Crippled Children Opened.—Four buildings of

the new Massachusetts Hospital for Crippled and Deformed
Children, Canton, were opened December 2. Accommodations
will be provided for 300 children, and the institution will be
in charge of Dr. John E. Fish, Boston. The state has appro¬
priated $300,000 for this hospital, of which about one-half has
already been expended.
Elections.—At the annual meeting of the Boston Association

for the Relief and Control of Tuberculosis, November 19,
Dr. Edward O. Otis was re-elected president, and Dr. Arthur
K. Stone, vice-president.-At a meeting of the Attleboro
Doctors' Club, November 20, Dr. Laura V. G. Maekie was
elected president; Dr. Mary H. Battershall, vice-president, and
Dr. George E. McPherson, secretary and treasurer.
Medical Department Changes.—The adjutant general has an¬

nounced the reorganization of the state militia, to comply with
the provisions of the Dick bill. In the medical department the
following officers have been commissioned: Surgeon general,
Brigadier-General William H. Devine, Boston; majors, Walter
A. Smith, Springfield; Howard S. Dearing, Boston; Ernest
A. Gates, Springfield; J. William Voss, Beverly; Thomas L.
Jenkins, Topsfield; Joseph S. Hart, Lincoln; David Cheever,
Boston; James E. McGourty, Worcester, and Robert E. Bell,
Lowell; captains, Abram C. Williams, Springfield; Charles S.
Butler, Boston; Charles H. Keene, Boston; Patrick F. Butler,
Boston; George Osgood, Boston; Eustace L. Fiske, Boston;
Harry H. Härtung, Boston, and Malcolm Seymour, Boston;
first lieutenants, Drs. Frederick L. Bogan, Somerville; Perley
P. Comey, Worcester; William R. P. Emerson, Boston; Fred¬
erick E. Jones, Quincy; Edwin P. Seaver, Jr., Waban; Edwin
D. Towle, Salem, and Dunlap P. Penhallow, all transferred
from various organizations of the state.

KENTUCKY.
Meeting for District Nurses.—The King's Daughters collected

$4,270 November 11 for support of the district-nurse work in
Louisville.
Building of Annex Enjoined.—The building of the new tuber¬

culosis annex to the City Hospital, Louisville, was stopped by
injunction, it being claimed by the complainant that the hospi¬
tal would be a menace to his health and a nuisance.
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Would Retain Hospital Committee.—The second report of the
committee appointed by the mayor of Louisville to investigate
the City Hospital shows a marked improvement in the condi¬
tion of the hospital since Dr. Jouett Menefee has been ap¬
pointed superintendent. On account of the good work done
by this committee, its retention as a board of safety is urged.

NEW JERSEY.
Eddyists Fined.—Judge Horner has refused a new trial to

Eddyist Edwin M. Watson and wife of Moorestown. who were

recently convicted of manslaughter on the charge of not hav¬
ing provided proper medical attendance for their child, and has
sentenced them to pay a fine of $100.
Officers Elected.—At the annual meeting of the Ocean County

Medical Society, November 19, the following officers were
elected: President, Dr. Vanderhoef M. Disbrow, Lakewood;
vice-president, Dr. Eugene E. S. Corrigan, Point Pleasant; sec¬

retary, Dr. Alexander M. Heron, Lakewood ; treasurer, Dr.
Irwin H. Hance, Lakewood; reporter, Dr. William C. Schaffler,
Lakewood, and delegate, Dr. Ralph R. Jones, Toms River.

NEW YORK.
Communicable Diseases.—Measles is reported to be epi¬

demie in Buffalo and Middlesex.-There are said to be 19
cases of typhoid fever in Hastings-on-the-Hudson.-Smallpox
is reported be be spreading in Jefferson, Lewis and Oneida
counties.
Health Officers Unite.—At a meeting of 34 health officers of

Onondaga County, held in Syracuse, an association was formed,
known as the Association of Health Officers of Onondaga
County. Regular meetings are to be held four times a year
and the annual meeting on the second Tuesday in April.
Veeder Pavilion Opened.—The Veeder Memorial Pavilion, an

addition to Faxton Hospital, Utica, was opened November 23.
The new building is four stories high, contains an operating
room, sterilizing room, dispensary and diet kitchen, eleven pri¬
vate rooms for patients and a room for special nurse3.
Personal.—Dr. Frederick F. Hoyer, North Tonawanda, who

has been critically ill, is reported to be improving.-Dr.
Sarah R. A. Dolley has been made a life member of the Roch¬
ester Academy of Medicine.-Dr. Edward D. Woodhull, Mon¬
roe, recently underwent a serious operation in Roosevelt Hos¬
pital, New York City.
Pupils' Eyes Examined.—In accordance with the request of

the State Department of Health the examination of the eyes
and hearing of the children in the public schools is going on.

The tests are very simple ones, including only the ability to
read coarse and fine print at prescribed distances, and to hear
whispered words at a given distance.
Pioneer Physician Honored.—On the occasion of the eighty-

fifth birthday of Dr. Thomas D. Strong, the oldest practitioner
of Chautauqua County, a number of physicians of the county
assembled at Dr. Strong's house in Westfield, November 22,
and presented him with an anniversary clock. After the pre¬
sentation, Dr. and Mrs. Strong joined the party, and all re¬

turned to Mayville, where dinner was served at the Peacock
Inn.
Inquiry on Ward's Island.—A request has been made by Dr.

William Mabon, superintendent of the Manhattan State Hospi¬
tal, Ward's Island, that the district attorney's office investi¬
gate the charges of cruelty made against the helpers in the hos¬
pital. This investigation would be independent of that made
by the state commission in lunacy, which has already been
begun. None of the 470 helpers will get a leave of absence
until both investigations have been completed.
Prohibition of Cocain Sale.—The attention of local pharma¬

cists of Buffalo has been directed to the amendment to the
penal code, which went into effect September 1, relating to the
sale of cocain, eucain or their salts, and which can not now be
sold by wholesale without the registration of the quantity,
kind of drug, name of purchaser, etc., and can be retailed only
on physicians' prescriptions, which can not be refilled. The
original package must bear a label in red ink, containing name
of drug. Imprisonment for a year, or a fine of $1,000, or both,
are the maximum penalties for violation of this law.

New York City.
A Ward Quarantined.—By order of the health department

one of the wards in St. Vincent's Hospital was quarantined
because of a case of scarlet fever.
Personal.—Dr. Howard Lilienthal was recently robbed of

$4,000 worth of jewelry and valuable securities.-Dr. Charles
J. Pflug has been appointed as physician to the department of
finance at a salary of $2,500.

Anniversary Address.—At th» New York Academy of Medi¬
cine, Col. William C. Gorgas, U. S. Army, chief sanitary officer
of the Isthmian Canal Commission, gave an address and was
tendered a reception November 29.
Psychiatric Clinic.—Dr. Oliver M. Dewing, superintendent of

the Long Island State Hospital, announces a psychiatric clinio
to be held at the hospital, corner of Clarkson Street and
Albany Avenue, Brooklyn, at 9 a. m. every Friday, to which
physicians are invited.
A New Hospital.—The Hospital for Deformities and Joint

Diseases on Madison Avenue was opened November 9. Dr.
Henry W. Frauenthal is the physician and surgeon-in-chief.It is intended that each day six doctors, three physical cultureteachers, three nursee and two masseurs shall spend two hours
a day each in the work.
Orthopedic Clinic.—The trustees of the New York OrthopedicDispensary and Hospital announce that Surgeon-in-Chief Dr.

Russell A. Hibbs will give a course of clinical lectures on or¬
thopedic surgery at the institution, to which the medical pro¬fession and students are invited, on Tuesday and Friday after¬
noons at 4:30, from December 3 to January 3.
Death in Gas Stoves.—Health Commissioner Wende appeared

before the board of aldermen to advocate a law against theselling of gas stoves not designed to connect with a chimney.He reported 18 deaths by such stoves, three of which occurred
in the same family. He also protested against the house-to-
house distribution of samples of medicines without a permitfrom the mayor.
Contagious Diseases.—There were reported to the sanitarybureau for the week ended November 23, 345 cases of tuber¬

culosis, with 154 deaths; 293 cases of measles, with 5 deaths;
282 cases of diphtheria, with 31 deaths; 278 cases of scarlet
fever, with 17 deaths; 86 cases of typhoid, with 12 deaths; 27
cases of whooping cough, with one death ; 4 cases of cerebro-
spinal meningitis, with 5 deaths; and 136 cases of varicella, atotal of 1,451 cases and 225 deaths.
Barbers Use Wood Alcohol.—The Health Department has re¬

ceived numerous complaints during the past year because bar¬
bers were using toilet preparations which were injurious. The
Health Department collected samples and an analysis of 44
samples showed the presence of wood alcohol where grain alco¬
hol should have been used. The barbers disclaimed responsi¬bility for the presence of the wood alcohol and alleged that
they had paid for grain alcohol. It was found offener in bay
rum than elsewhere.
The Jewish Hospital of Brooklyn.—At the annual meetingof the trustees of the Jewish Hospital of Brooklyn, President

Abraham Abraham read a report of the work since the openingof the hospital, Dec. 17, 1906. The total number applying for
admission during that time was 1,544. The capacity is 160
beds, and the cost of maintenance between $90.000 and
$100,000. Land has been purchased adjoining the hospital forthe purpose of erecting a training school for nurses as soon at
the financial condition of the hospital will permit the work to
be undertaken.
Increase in the Death Rate.—The report of the Health De¬

partment for the third quarter of the year showed that the
deaths up to October 1 were 20,139, an increase of 709 over the
same period of 1906. The death rate last year was 18.57 and
this year 18.66 per 1,000. The report showed the followingdecreases: Typhoid fever, 52; malarial fever, 4; smallpox, 7;whooping cough, 10; diphtheria and croup, 30; pulmonary tu¬
berculosis, 6; meningitis, 93; apoplexy, 86; acute bronchitis,
109; lobar pneumonia, 114; ¿right's disease and acute nephri¬tis, 175; old age, 59; sunstroke, 53, and suicide, 21. The in¬
creases in deaths were as follows: Measles, 106; scarlet fever,46; influenza, 6; cancer, 34; organic heart disease, 362; bron-
chopneumonia, 327; diarrheas under 5 years of age, 468; acci¬
dents other than sunstroke, 47, and homicide, 26. The num¬
ber of deaths from diarrhea under 5 years of age was 4,456, or
more than one-fifth of the total number of deaths. This was
not directly attributable to the water or milk supply, but tothe fact that families do not use proper care in providing food
for young children. The deaths from violence numbered 1,305.

PENNSYLVANIA.
Donation Day.—The annual donation day of the Chester

Hospital was held at that institution November 28, and be¬
sides large quantities of provisions, donations of money were
made to the extent of $1,400.
Personal.—Dr. William K. Evans, president of the Chester

board of health, is recovering from typhoid fever.-Dr. Ethan
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A. Campbell, who has been connected with the American Mis¬
sion Hospital in Cairo, Egypt, has returned home and will
locate in Chester.
Fire Threatens Hospital.—The Pottstown Hospital was saved

from a disastrous fire November 12 by the prompt action of
the staff, assisted by the attendants of the institution. The
fire started in the dispensary from the boiling over of a mix¬
ture of wax and turpentine on a gas heater.
Tuberculosis Dispensary in Pittsburg.—Dr. Samuel G. Dixon,

commissioner of health, has selected a site on Grant Street,
Pittsburg, for a new state tuberculosis dispensary. It is
stated that within three weeks this institution will be opened
and tuberculosis sufferers of western Pennsylvania will be able
to secure free treatment.
Society Election.—At the October meeting of the Lawrence

County Medical Society the following officers were elected:
President, Dr. Henry R. Wilson; vice-presidents, Drs. Charles
A. Reed and William A. Womer; secretary, Dr. Walter L.
Campbell, and treasurer, Dr. John C. Foster, all of New Castle.
The censors for 1906 were re-elected.

Philadelphia.
Hespital Opening.—The opening exercises of the new hospital

building of the American Hospital for Diseases of the Stom¬
ach were held November 20. The speakers were Hon. William
Potter, president of the board of trustees of Jefferson Medical
College; Hon. John L. Kinsey, and Drs. James Tyson and Lewis
Brinton.
Bequests for Charities.—In the will of Adeline G. Fry of

Germantown the following institutions and organizations were
named as beneficiaries : Germantown Dispensary and Hospi¬
tal, $3,000; Aid Association of the Philadelphia County Med¬
ical Society, $1,000; Home for Consumptives, Chestnut Hill,
$2,000, and Philadelphia Lying-in Charity Hospital, $8,000.-
By the will of the late Hanson L. Withers the hospital of the
University of Pennsylvania will receive $5,000 to endow a free
bed for patients suffering from pulmonary a.Tections.
Another Hospital Planned.—The Northwestern General Hos¬

pital, which was recently granted a charter, and which has
opened temporary quarters, will erect a hospital building in
the northwestern portion of the city. The preliminary plans
have been prepared and call for a four-story structure of brick
with limestone trimmings, to measure 45 by 125 feet. The
cost of the hospital will be $75,000.
Personal.—Dr. Lemuel J. Deal, who was arrested, charged

with performing a criminal operation, was released from cus¬

tody November 28, it being discovered that the patient died
from natural causes.-Dr. W. Wharton Hollingsworth is still
critically ill in St. Luke's Hospital.-Dr. Frank Woodbury
was elected secretary of the lunacy committee of the State
Board of Charities November 27, vice Dr. J. Nicholas Mitchell,
resigned.
Hospital Reports.—The report of the German Hospital for

last year shows that in all 3,595 patients were treated in the
institution, 11,230 new patients were treated in the dispens¬aries, and 48,651 visits were made to the out-patient depart¬
ment.-The report of the Jefferson Maternity Hospital for
the year shows 177 women and 149 children were cared for by
that institution. In the clinic 212 patients were treated.-
The report of the Kensington Hospital for Women for the past
year shows that that institution cared for 1,047 patients; 455
patients were admitted to the wards and 592 were treated in
the out-patient department.
Farm Life for Consumptives.—Arrangements are being made

by the Department of Health and Qiarities to send a score
more of tuberculosis patients from the Philadelphia General
Hospital to the city tract at Byberry farm. The change is to
be in the nature of an experiment, and if it proves beneficial
a greater number of consumptive patients will be removed to
Byberry. One of the large farm houses on the tract will be
used after changes have been made to adapt it to the treat¬
ment required for consumptives. The porches are being
widened and extended all around the building for the open-air
treatment. The removal of these patients to Byberry will
greatly relieve the congested conditions in Blockley.
Health Report.—The total number of deaths reported for

the week ended November 30 was 441, which compares favor¬
ably with 453 reported in the preceding week and 446 reported
in the corresponding period of 1906. The principal causes of
death were: Typhoid fever, 5; diphtheria, 9; consumption,
63; cancer, 19; diabetes. 7: apoplexy, 10; paralysis. 10; heart
disease, 43; acute respiratory diseases, 55; enteritis, 18;
Blight's disease, 39; premature birth, 14; congenital debility,

12; suicide, 4; accidents, 14, and marasmus, 9. There were 218
cases of contagious disease reported, with 16 deaths, as com¬

pared with 182 cases and 22 deaths reported in the preceding
week.

GENERAL.
National Legislative Conference.—The annual conference of

the Committee on Medical Legislation of the American Med¬
ical Association and of the National Legislative Council, of one
representative from each state, will be held at the Auditorium
Hotel, Chicago, December 10-12. Members of state society
committees on medical legislation and public policy have also
been invited to be present and to take part in the meetings.
This is the first conference on medical legislation that has
been held in Chicago. A large attendance is hoped for, as a
number of important matters will be discussed.
Endowment for Rockefeller Research Institute.—The Rocke¬

feller Institute for Medical Research has just been the recipi¬
ent from Mr. Rockefeller of an endowment of $2,600,000. The
income of this is placed at the disposal of the directors, without
any restrictions whatever as to how it shall be applied, except
that It must be used for the purposes of the institute. This
makes available an annual income of about $120,000 to be
applied to scientific purposes. This is the first endowment
received by the Rockefeller Institute. All previous benefac¬
tions—the first of $200,000 and the second of $1,000,000—were
for the support of the work. The institute is now placed on a

permanent basis, and the endowment may be interpreted as
indicating that it is fulfilling the purposes of its founder.
The American Journal of Orthopedic Surgery.—This journal

announces that hereafter it will have a distinct feature in-the
form of complete monographs in each of its quarterly issues.
Some of those that are announced are as follows: "Mechanics
of Lateral Curvature," by Henry O. Feiss ; "Treatment of Lat¬
eral Curvature," by E. H. Bradford; "Present Status of the
Bloodless Operation for Congenital Dislocation of the Hip," by
John Ridlon; "Acquired Spinal Deformities," by Joel E. Gold-
thwait; "Obscure Hip Conditions," by E. H. Sayre, and "Flat-
foot," by F. E. Peckham. So far as we know, this is the only
journal in the English language devoted entirely to orthopedic
surgery. It is the official organ of the American Orthopédie
Association, and is certainly a credit to that body. Its adver¬
tising pages are limited exclusively to books and to instru¬
ments of interest to orthopedic surgeons.

FOREIGN.
Yellow Fever on Barbados.—The cable states that seven

eases of yellow fever were reported at Bridgetown between
November 18 and 21. One of the patients is the wife of Dr.
Alleyne, the resident surgeon general of the hospital. Bar¬
bados is the most easterly island of the lesser Antilles.
French Hospitals Get Proceeds from Gambling.—The French

Assistance Publique is said to have received this year nearly
a million and a quarter as the percentage allowed this branch
of the public service on the money put up on races. The bet¬
ting at the Pari-Mutuel last year exceeded all previous rec¬
ords, over $60,000,000 having been placed on bets, of which
the hospitals received the above percentage.
Mexican Congress Postponed on Account of Dengue.—TheInternational Medical Association of Mexico was to have met

at Monterey in November for its third annual congress, but it
was postponed until January 23-25, on account of the prevalence
of dengue fever at Monterey. This association combines English-speaking and Spanish-speaking physicians on an equal foot¬ing, the programs and summaries being printed in both lan¬
guages, the speakers using their mother tongue. Dr. J. S.
Steele of Monterey, N. L., is the secretary of the congress, and
he states that unusual interest has been manifested in the
meeting this year.
Ewald Retires from Editorship.—The editors of the Berliner

medizinische Wochenschrift since the early eighties have been
C. A. Ewald and O. Posner, but the former now retires. His
place is to be taken by Hans Kohn, a skilled medical journal¬
ist, long connected with the Munich medical weekly. Ewald
retires to devote more time to his special research and train¬
ing of others in the pathology of the digestive organs. The
Berliner klinische Wochenschrift is now in its forty-fifth year.
Posner has long been president of the German Association of
the Medical Press and an officer in the international organiza¬
tion.
Queen of Portugal Not a Physician.—The British Medical

Journal, November 23, reprints a paragraph from its issue
of Feb. 1, 1906, wherein It states that it is authoritatively in¬
formed that Queen Amelie of Portugal "has never even thought
of studying medicine, still less of passing examinations, andher whole interest in the subject is one of philanthropy." In-
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asmuch as the British Medical Journal avers that "the source
from which the information was obtained excludes all possi¬
bility of error," we suppose we must accept it with as much
equanimity as possible, more particularly as the Journal admits
that it was "to some extent responsible for setting the legend
in circulation." It probably originated in the honorary degree
of medicine conferred by the medical faculty on the queen.
Honors for British Medical Men.—The following physicians

were among the recipients of "birthday honors" on the occa¬
sion of King Edward's birthday, November 9: Prof. Thomas
Clifford Allbutt was made K.C.B.; Lieut.-Col. and Hon. Col.
George Thomas Beatson, R.A.M.C. (Volunteers), surgeon to the
Western Infirmary and to the Cancer Hospital, Glasgow, who
was C.B., was promoted to K.C.B.; Col. Francis Lawrance
Stephenson, who has done valuable work in connection with
the Royal Army Medical Corps (Volunteer), was made C.B.;
Dr. W. H. Allchin was knighted, as also Dr. William John
Thompson, a representative member of the profession in Ire¬
land; Dr. Robert Millar Coulter, deputy postmaster of the
Dominion of Canada, and Dr. Arnold Theiler, government vet¬
erinary bacteriologist in the Transvaal, have been made com¬

panions of the Order of St. Michael.
Campaign Against Tuberculosis in Sweden.—A special num¬

ber (in French) of the quarterly bulletin of the Swedish Na¬
tional Antituberculosis League, just received, reviews the work
accomplished by the league since its foundation in 1904. There
are now 22,000 members, each subscribing a certain amount
annually, and the league has also received gifts amounting to
nearly $28,000. An additional income was provided by the
sale of the "antituberculosis postage stamps," four different
types of which were offered for sale, 10 per cent, of the face
value being turned over by the postal authorities to the league,
representing to date nearly $60,000. The league has recently
put on sale six different types of colored picture postal cards
and stamped envelopes. More than 800 popular lectures on

tuberculosis have been given in different parts of the country,
with a permanent tuberculosis exhibition at Stockholm;
pamphlets are also published and distributed free of charge,
and the quarterly bulletin is mailed to members of the league
and others. A committee was appointed to urge the authori¬
ties to construct more sanatoriums, and other committees to
d'scuss ways and means. Healthy children from indigent fami¬
lies with tuberculous members have been boarded out in the
country, although this latter measure has met with consider¬
able opposition from parents and the clergy. The league also
pays the expenses of six young physicians taking courses of
instruction in some of the larger sanatoriums of the country.
'.The league also rents a tenement house at Stockholm and sub-
rents the rooms at reduced rates to families in which the wage-
darner is partially disabled by tuberculosis, while the hygiene
<»f the environment is carefully supervised and extra fuel is
given to compensate for the heat lost by extra ventilation.
The children are supplied with a warm breakfast. A trained
nurse resides in the building and every effort is being made
to prevent infection of the healthy children in the infected
families. The results to date have been promising. An effort
has been made to extend this same supervision to the rural
districts. In the province of Norrbotten, with a population
of 2,293, mostly farmers and fisherfolk, a physician and two
trained nurses have been installed in the center of the district
in a special building containing arrangements for free baths,
fresh-air treatment and a section for the reception of healthy
children. This building goes by the name of "Health"
(Hälsan), and it admits the tuberculous who can not obtain a

hygienic environment at home; others come for their meals
and others to take the fresh-air treatment. Every one in the
province has been examined, and when a case of phthisis is
found the physician and nurse take the home under super¬
vision. Money is supplied by the league to render the home
more hygienic, and bedding, disinfectants, etc., are supplied
free. If isolation can not be obtained for the sick they are

transferred to Hälsan or a home is found for them elsewhere.
Children who do not receive sufficiently nourishing food at
home are given their meals. A mining company in the province
donates $3.000 every year toward the work that is carried on

by the league.
LONDON LETTER.

(From Our Regular Correspondent.)
London, Nov. 16, 1907.

The Frequenting of Saloons by Women and Children.
The series of articles contributed to the London Tribune by

Mr. G. R. Sims, the well-known writer, on the frequenting of
public houses (saloons) by women and children, and the

meeting, called by that paper, of philanthropists, church digni¬
taries, doctors and others, to discuss this grave scandal, has
soon borne fruit. The home office has directed inquiries to be
made and has now issued a report of information received
from the police as to the practice. The evidence of the chief
constables of London, Birmingham, Bristol, Leeds, Liverpool,
Manchester and Sheffield bears out absolutely Mr. Sims' state¬
ments in his series of articles, "The Cry of the Children."
There is an immense invasion into the public houses by women,
a large proportion of whom are accompanied by young chil¬
dren. The women are often observed to give infants beer to
drink. In London twenty-one houses were watched for four
days (about thirteen hours a day), and two were watched for
two days. Nearly 4,000 women entered, with more than one
child to every four. Of the children 1,164 were infants in arms.
It is highly probable that legislation prohibiting the practice
will follow.

Infantale Dispensaries in Relation to Summer Diarrhea.
In the annual report by the medical officer of health, Croy-

don, there is a table showing that 57.5 per cent, of the cases
of infantile diarrhea last seven days or less. Owing to the
unsuccessful treatment of the disease, except in the very early
stages, preventive measures are absolutely essential. It is
suggested that these measures should include: 1. Continued
and even greater attention to municipal cleanliness, including
the supervision of the milk trade. 2. The notification yearly
of diarrhea from June 1 to October 1. 3. Continued education
of the mothers and prospective mothers concerning the care of
infants and domestic hygiene.

VIENNA LETTER. '

~

(From Our Regular Correspondent.)
Vienna, Nov. 11, 1907.

An Unusual Case of Potassium Chlorate Poisoning.
Rapidly toxic action of chlorate of potassium was recently

noted in a fatal case of poisoning which took place in this city.
A woman who had for months used a solution of the drug as
a gargle, inadvertently drank a glassful of it. A few minutes
later she had pains all over the body, with cramps and dysp¬
nea. Her face turned a peculiar purplish-gray hue and she
soon lost consciousness. When brought to the hospital she
rallied a little, but died shortly after—about an hour after
drinking the solution. Postmortem examination showed en¬

gorgement of the kidneys and extensive hemolysis. The indis¬
criminate use of this drug has for some time been deprecated
by medical men, especially by Professor von Sehrötter, at
whose clinic several such cases have appeared. Many persons
exhibit a marked idiosyncrasy against this drug, so that very
small doses cause toxic symptoms. This seems to have been
the case in the fatality just recorded as the total amount of
the drug taken was only about ß grains.

The Introduction of Vaccination into Vienna.
Writing to the Wiener klinische Wochenschrift. Professor

Neuberger gives a review of the conditions prevailing before
the introduction of vaccination in Europe, and especially in
Vienna. At the end of the eighteenth century the mortality
from smallpox in Germany was 70.000 yearly, or 400,000 for
Europe. In Vienna 2,000 people died annually from this dis¬
ease. Jenner's method became known here in 1800 and a royal
commission was appointed to study the question. Twenty-six
children from the orphanage were vaccinated Sept. 1, 1800,
and revaccination was performed ten weeks later without suc¬
cess. These facts so impressed the commission that the gov¬
ernment was advised to recommend inoculation to all per¬
sons. The clergy took an active part in the recommendation
and in 1802 there were 4,446 persons vaccinated. The number
of vaccinations increased very rapidly in the first few years
and the number of deaths from smallpox decreased to a re¬
markable degree.

New Operation for Detached Retina.
A new method of operating in those cases of blindness

caused by effusion of liquid between the sclerotic and retina
has been devised by Dr. Sachs. Instead of puncturing just
behind the cornea, as has previously been done, Sachs makes
the puncture behind the equator. By producing adhesions in
the equatorial zone the retina obtains a firm hold. Recent
cases offer the best prognosis and the puncture must be re¬

peated at another point beftind the equator if reaccumulation
of liquid threatens to break the newly formed adhesions. The
functional result is excellent if the operation is done early.
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